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Great Schools & Exemplary Leaders Institute 

participants will recognize the 5% highest improv-

ing schools in Washington state in student 

achievement. In 2009 ñ 55 elementary schools, 

25 middle and junior high schools, and 24 high 

schools will be honored as Great Schools.  

 
Schools of Distinction -- What We Can Learn? is the 

theme of the spring 09 journal the Washington State 

Kappan http://www.pdkwa.org/publications.php and PDK

-WAõs September 26, 2009  Great Schools & Exem-

plary Leaders Institute 

 
In 2007 and 2008, Schools of Distinction were iden-

tified and recognized by the Office of the Superintendent 

of Public Instruction (OSPI), for demonstrating sustained 

exceptional academic growthó and adequate yearly pro-

gress on federal standards in 37 categories. This year, 

OSPI is moving to a new recognition aligned with the 

State Board of Educationõs proposed new òaccountability 

indexó.  PDK-WA and the Center for Educational Effec-

tiveness (CEE) wanted to continue identifying the 5% 

highest improving schools in our state.  At the Septem-

ber 26th Great Schools Institute, we will announce the 

winners of the 2009 Great Schools Award,  those 

schools identified using the methodology from the for-

mer School of Distinction Award. 

 
We believe that òleaders learn from leaders!ó Do not 

miss this opportunity to share best practices with teach-

ers, principals, and researchers who are focused on 

strengthening and sustaining growth in student achieve-

ment and school improvement. Featured speakers are 

Dr. Gene Sharratt, Washington State University, and 

Greg Lobdell and Sue Mills of the Center for Educational Effectiveness, who have just completed a 

study of the Schools of Distinction in 2007 and 2008. Workshops will be conducted by Schools of Dis-

tinction school and district administrators and faculty. Seminar leaders include researchers who have 

studied and evaluated K-12 school improvement and want to share ways to sustain innovation and 

change in your schools and district.  

 
Keynote speaker, Dr. Gene 

Sharratt, is an inspiring 

speaker and writer.  He is the 

author of Keeping on Your Feet, 

an inspirational book about 

overcoming lifeõs challenges in 

a positive and meaningful man-

ner.  His research focus is the 

òéinfluence of leadership on 

student achievement. A com-
mon characteristics of great 

schools and districts.ó 

Register Now At http://www.pdkwa.org/Fall_Institute_2009/ 

The purpose of Phi Delta 

Kappa shall be to promote 
quality education, in particular 
publicly supported education, 

as essential to the develop-
ment and maintenance of a 
democratic way of life.  This 

purpose shall be accomplished 

through research, service, and 

leadership in education. 

 

From the Constitution of  

Phi Delta Kappa International  

http://www.pdkwa.org/publications.php
http://www.pdkwa.org/Fall_Institute_2009/
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Past President (2005-2009) John Armeniaõs Message 

If you are interested in becoming 

an area representative please 

contact Diana Gilsinger. 

 

W 
hen PDK Interna-

tional President Jo 

Ann Fujioka , char-

tered PDKõs 1599 chapter on 

September 17th, 2005, she ad-

vised us that, òVision precedes 

successéand so it is with the 

chartering of the newest chap-

ter in Phi Delta Kappa.ó 

 
It has now been four years 

since we merged 14 inactive 

university and regional chapters 

around the state and charted 

Phi Delta Kappaõs first state 

chapter. We now publish a 

newsletter, The Unlimited! 

and have published four issues 

of our journal, the Washington 

State Kappan. We have celebrated PDKõs 100 years 

of leadership in education, honored University of 

Washingtonõs professor emeritus, Dr. John Goodlad, 

four PDK/Wal-Mart Washington State Teachers of 

the Year (2004-2007) and the 2006 national teacher 

of the year. We are the first of eight state chapters in 

PDK International. 

 

òTogether againéfor the first timeó was the 

theme of this launch of our new state chapter. During 

the past four years we heeded the advice of Henry 

Ford: òComing together is a beginning; staying 

together is progress; working together is SUC-

CESSó and we are becoming a stronger and more 

significant professional organization in Washington 

State as a result of the collaboration of educators 

across our state. As a result, I am proud to hand the 
presidentõs gavel to President Dr. Diana Gilsinger and 

thank her for her service as our chapterõs charter 

secretary. I am grateful to a dedicated and energetic 

Board of Directors, who will continue to work to 

provide our state with caring and innovative service, 

research, and leadership. 

 

 

 

Keeping us together are Dr. Pat 

Naughton and Dr. Mary Lynne 

Derrington! A special thanks to Pat 

who served as our Charter Chapterõs 

Membership Chair and will now be the 

Treasurer. He is Kappan of the Year for 

2009. Kappan of the Year for 2008, and 

an exemplary Charter Board Member is 

the chair of the Editorial Board of our 

PDKWA Journal, Dr. Mary Lynne Der-

rington. Mary Lynne and her dynamic 

Editorial Board have created and pub-

lished four outstanding issues of our 

chapter journal. 

 
On April 18th we celebrated this yearõs 

Great Teachers at a very inspiring lunch-

eon. This month, on September 26th, we 

will meet to learn about sustained 

school improvement from our stateõs Schools of 

Distinction (2008) and with the Center for Educa-

tional Effectiveness we will announce and honor the 

2009 Great Schools at City University of Seattleõs 

Renton Campus. I invite you to attend the Sep-

tember 26 th  Institute. It is our fourth following up 

to the articles and research published in a recently 

released issue of the WA -State Kappan. This fallõs 

issue is: Schools of Distinction ð What can we 

learn?  

 
Please come and join me and support Dr. Gilsinger 

and her great team at Washington Stateõs Chapter of 

Phi Delta Kappaõs fall institute on September 26th. 

Please visit our website www.pdkwa.org to view up-

coming events and access registration information and 

forms.  

 
Membership is a contact sport. Please join us 

in 2009-10! We need your leadership and help as we 

have much to do to renew, reform, and shore up our 

schools and school systems. Membership in the new 

State Chapter is open to all PDK members and pro-

fessional educators. Contact Karen Fynboe or a 

PDKWA member to join or visit www.pdkwa.org to 

obtain membership applications and information on 

chapter events. 

Initial PDK WA charter board on September 17th 2005. Permanent charter presented to chapter executive board on July 24th 2008. 

http://WWW.PDKWA.ORG
http://www.pdkwa.org/
http://www.pdkwa.org/
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Presidentõs Message: A Call to Action 
 
Picture the following:  Itõs 2005 and 

you are a busy school district adminis-

trator (or teacher or university pro-

fessor). Change and challenge rule in 

every aspect of your educational life. 

State and federal mandates change 

daily; politics, personnel and budget 

issues abound; facilities need repair or 

replacement and, most importantly, 

student achievement needs to im-

prove.  In the midst of this organized 

chaos, you receive a call to service 

from Phi Delta Kappa. The concept is 

both simple and compelling: Start the 

first ever state-wide chapter of PDK 

in Washington.  

 
What do you do? The response is 

also simple and well-considered: answer the call to service. Seize the 

opportunity to become part of an exceptional team and get in on the 

ground floor.  

 
That scenario played out at the September 2005 inaugural meeting of 

what was to become the first-ever state-wide chapter of Phi Delta 

Kappa, right here in Washington State. Four years have passed and I 

am still glad I made the decision to be part of this historic effort.  To-

day, I am also excited to assume the office of president of PDK-WA 

Chapter 1599.   

 
The first state-wide chapter of PDK would not have been possible 

without the vision and inspiration of Dr. John Armenia.  For the past 

four years, Dr. Armenia has served as both chapter president and 

chapter-member liaison.  He has brought the chapter from concept to 

reality, merging chapters from across Washington into one coherent 

chapter.  On behalf of myself and the PDK-WA board, I want to ex-

press our sincere appreciation for Dr. Armeniaõs selfless dedication to 

promoting high-quality public education through PDK-WA Chapter 

1599.  Please be sure to read Dr. Armeniaõs recap of chapter activities 

on page 2. 

 
I am also very grateful to be working with a dynamic chapter board.  

These professional educators/volunteers work tirelessly on your be-

half to cultivate and support the next generation of educators; recog-

nize and celebrate the outstanding contributions of PDK members and 

chapters; and share and distribute accurate knowledge and research.   

 

 

 
Your chapter board met in July to engage in planning and goal setting 

for the future.  The board committed to a partnership with the 

Center for Educational Excellence.  The Centerõs research efforts 

have been integral to the design of the 2008 Schools of Distinction  

Learning Improvement Awards . PDK-WA is partnering with the 

Center to continue the research into the characteristics that set these 

great schools apart from peer schools. At the Fall Institute, held in 

Renton on September 26,  PDK members will have an opportunity 

to hear directly from the dedicated leaders of the 2008 Schools of 

Distinction  and learn how they sustain continuous growth.  Nine of 

these schools are also featured in the spring issue of the Washington 

State Kappan.   

 
Other PDK-WA goals include a commitment to publish spring and 

fall issues of Washington State Kappan, monthly issues of Presi-

dentõs News, and quarterly issues of The Unlimited!   PDK-WA 

will continue to provide a fall institute  and a spring conference  at 

reduced cost to members. Dr. Armenia will continue to support the 

chapter as the chapter-member liaison, and will keep us all informed of 

news and opportunities from PDK International. We welcome your 

feedback on these draft goals. 

 
Now picture this:  Itõs 2009, and we are still busy educators. The 

challenges of the education profession continue to increase. In the 
midst of the chaos, PDK-WA has issued another call; this time it is a 

call to action. As the newest president of PDK-WA Chapter 1599, I 

am professionally committed to the tenets of PDK: service, leadership 

and research, and personally committed to serving chapter members 

to the best of my ability. An exceptional team of dedicated profession-

als serve as your PDK-WA board. 

 
What will you do in 2009? The response is simple: answer the call 

to action. Make a difference; get involved. Visit the website at 

www.pdkwa.org. Share your ideas.  Spread the word; invite a col-

league to become a PDK member. Sponsor a local event as an area 

representative. The PDK-WA board members join me in inviting you 

to become an active member of PDK-WA Chapter 1599 and bring the 

benefits of PDK to educators throughout Washington State. As a PDK 

member you have the power to help shape the future of education.  
Working together, PDK members can help solve educationõs most 

pressing challenges.  

 

BIO/BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
Dr. Diana Gilsinger is Deputy Superintendent in Battle Ground School 

District in SW Washington, partnering with the Superintendent to 

provide leadership and support to all departments and schools in the 

district.  Prior to this position, she held Assistant Superintendent for 

Educational Services positions in both Washington and Arizona.  She 

has also served as a school administrator, teacher-on-assignment for 

special programs, and a classroom teacher. She has directed numerous 

curriculum alignment projects and provided a variety of workshops 

and in-services for school districts as well as state and national confer-

ences.  Dr. Gilsinger earned her M.Ed. in Educational Technology and 

her Ed.D. in Educational Administration from Arizona State University.  

Dr. Gilsinger has 25 years of experience in public education, and has 

been recognized by Washington State ASCD for her leadership in 

comprehensive planning and implementation of school improvement. 

She currently serves as a Curriculum Management Auditor through 

Curriculum Management Audit Centers, and has been a Phi Delta 

Kappa member since 1994. 

The state chapter was approved for charter in June 2005 by action 

of the International Board of Directors because of the decline of 

local chapter structure and inactivity. PDK Washington State Chap-

ter #1599 and with the merging of the following Washington Chap-

ters: Washington State University #0027, Eastern Washington Uni-

versity #0119, Western Washington University #0143, Rainier Area 

Washington #1026, Bremerton Washington #1067, Valley of the 

Sun Washington #1379, Seattle University #1416, Mt. St. Helens 

Washington #1441, University of Washington #0013, Spokane Area 

Washington #1053, Blue Mountains Washington #1164, Olympia 

Area Washington #1176, and City University-Cascades #1583.  We 

will be inviting Central Washington #0132 and Kennewick Washing-

ton #1063 chapter members to join the state chapter this fall.   

Dr. Diana Gilsinger, President  
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PDK WA  Unlimited  

Awards Luncheon attended by 75 Kappans, guests, and honorees.  

AWARDS LUNCHEON honors GREAT TEACHERS 

April 18 th was a great day for PDK Washington Stateôs Teachers and Students  
Great Teacher Awards honored Teachers of the Arts, the innovative leadership of Americaõs Foundation for Chess, Washington 

Stateõs Kappan of the Year, the recipients in Phi Delta Kappa of Washington Stateõs Lifetime Achievement Award, the members 

of PDK-WA who were recipients of Phi Delta Kappa Internationalõs Emerging Leader Awards for 2008, Washington Stateõs 

Leadership Preparation Program of 2009, Washington State Universityõs Superintendent Certification Program.   

Dean Judy Hinrichs, City University of Seattleõs School 

of Education, and past president of City Universityõs 
PDK Chapter, welcomes Great Teacher Award recipi-

ents and their guests and PDK-WA members. 

Chimacum High School Principal Dr. Whitney Meisner 

accepts recognition as a 2008 PDK International 
Emerging Leader , as a PDK Doctorate Dissertation 
Award finalist, and the newly elected Secretary for PDK-

WA.  

Dr. Patrick Naughton, PDK-WA 

Kappan of the year.  

Dr. Gene Sharratt, Dr. Gay Shelby, 

and Dr. Frank Hewins receiving 

award for WSU. 

Krissa Englebright, Cynthia Chesak, 

and John Staehle with great teacher 

awards. 

 Distinguished educator Rourke Obrein 

with his wife Sayako Kuwahara 

Battle Ground H.S. Principal Tim Lexow 

praises the work of Battle Groundõs 

Music Man Greg McKelvey. 
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Dr. Sandee Crowther, PDK President 2009 -2011, keynotes luncheon  
Crowtherõs keynote theme was òWorking Together to Change the Worldó "By working together, chapters, members, the board, and staff 

can change the world and move PDK forward,ó Crowther said.  

 
Sandee was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. After attending the University of Kansas, she began her professional career in Lawrence, 

Kansas, as a junior high school teacher. She worked for the Lawrence Public Schools in a variety of roles for more than 40 years. In 1996, 

the district was named a Model Professional Development Program by the U.S. 

Department of Education under her leadership. In June 2007 she retired from the 

school district as the executive director of planning and program improvement. In 

that position, she oversaw professional development, school improvement, and 

student support services. Currently, she is a Leadership Coach for Coaching 

School Results and volunteer Executive Director for the Kansas Staff Develop-

ment Council. 

 
Dr. Crowther was initiated into PDK in 1975, the first year women were admit-

ted, and has served in a variety of chapter roles, as area coordinator, and on the 

International Board first as  District III Representative, and then as Region C Rep-

resentative. In addition to her leadership roles in PDK, she has been active in 

several other organizations and was President of the National Staff Development 

Council in 1996-97.  She has presented at NSDC, ASCD, PDK, and other regional 

conferences. 

 
In her thirty-four years of involvement with Phi Delta Kappa in addtion to her 

governance roles, she coordinated 4 leadership skill institutes in eastern Kansas. 

She has also been involved in several PDK trips: three on Read travel scholarships 

to Australia/New Zealand, Alaska, and Costa Rica; she was tour director for 

Scandinavia, the Italy trip that viewed early childhood education, and the service 

project trip to Tanzania, Africa last August.   

 
Sandee began her term as PDK president (2009-11) on July 1. Her president's pin says "Working Together to Change the World" and 

includes integrated cogs and the globe, which has the letters PDK on it.  

Dr. Sandee Crowther, President PDK International 

2009-11, keynotes Awards Luncheon.  

Battlegroundõs òMusic Manó Greg McKelvey, charms and leads students to national recog-

nition! Greg holds multiple degrees in music, but it is his natural talent, passion for teaching and willing-

ness to serve that has helped him earn numerous awards and commendations such as the Distinguished 

Alumni Service Award at Warner Pacific College.  His notable accomplishments with students include 

second place in the Essentially Ellington 2006 contest; first, second, and third place awards in the Annual 

Portland Rose Festival Parade; and first place in the Nation of MusicFest USA Championships.  Addition-

ally, he and his students have had the honor to perform for President Reagan and President Bush. 

Battle Ground Principal Tim Lexow, Greg McKelvey, Connie 

McKelvey, and Battle Ground Deputy Superintendent Dr. Diana 

Gilsinger. 
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Great Teacher Award is presented to Wendi Fischer, the ñChess Lady!ò 
Ms. Wendi Fischer, affectionately known to her students and fellow teachers as ôThe Chess Ladyõ, with Americaõs Foundation for Chess 

(AF4C). AF4C has been working with 2nd and 3rd grade students and their teachers to promote the use of chess as an educational tool. 

Prior to Wendiõs arrival, there were less than 2000 students in the Puget Sound area with First Move in their classrooms. In addition, 

AF4Cõs mentors were teaching the classes with teachers simply observing. Today, with the help of a series of multimedia tools, superior 

training, ongoing support created by Wendi, there are 2000 teachers in 26 states, teaching nearly 50,000 students the First Move program.  

Rourke M. OõBrien ð Distinguished Educator 

Award  
OõBrien, served as President of the non-profit Amer-

icaõs Foundation for Chess (AF4C) from February 

2004  through January 2009. His vision and leadership 

brought the First Move curriculum and Chess Lady, 

Wendi Fischer into more than 30 nations around the 
world, including 50,000 second and third grade level 

children in 27 states across the United States. Rourke 

and his team of master teachers have demonstrated 

how the playing of chess can be integrated into each 

countryõs and schoolõs scholastic curriculum in order 

to increase the cognitive and thinking skills of ele-

mentary children.   

 
Rourke is the founding CEO for the Childrenõs Music 

Foundation. Look for more information on this new 

early childhood initiative in future PDK-WA newslet-

ters.  

Rourke OõBrien, received Great Teacher Award for his 

innovative leadership in developing the highly successful 

Americaõs Foundation for Chessõ First Move Program.  

Jeff Newport, Principal of Rosa Parks Elementary 

with Teacher Angela McCathern and new AF4C 

CEO Wendi Fischer.  

Great Teacher Award is presented to Angela McCathern 

 
According to Wendi Fischer, Angela has taught our First Move chess program to sec-

ond graders at Rosa Parks Elementary in Redmond, Washington. She has also been an 

assistant trainer at our summer workshops for new teachers.    
In Angelaõs  classroom, you feel she truly cares for every student. She routinely 

assesses the children, designs appropriate homework packets with the correct level of 

challenge, places students in groups according to ability level and moves them when 

appropriate, and color codes groups so students are not specifically aware they are in 

the òbeginneró or òadvancedó group.    
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T he Washington State Kappan is a journal for research, leader-

ship and practice. Although  inspired by the excellence of our 

international journal, The Kappan, our focus is uniquely on 

Washington State.  Thus articles are pertinent to Washington educa-

tors. Books reviewed also feature Washington State authors. While we 

focus on our State, we have garnered a wide audience. Journal issues 

are linked to the PDK International site, to the WWU University li-

brary, and to the publisher, Eye on Education. 

  

The idea for a journal 

began when our first state 

president, John Armenia, 

suggested it as a vehicle 

for communicating across 

the state. I eagerly raised 

my hand to lead this effort 

and have been rewarded 

by the process of learning 

to be an editor of a major 

publication. The journal is 

gaining prestige as evi-

denced by this comment 

from Billie Spellman of 

�3�'�.���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����³��
Wow!  The journal is im-

pressive! The quality of 

the journal is terrific as 

well as the layout and 

design.  The articles will 

promote lively and engag-

�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´���� 
 

We publish two issues per year, one in the fall and the other in the 

spring, The decisions for journal themes are made by an advisory 

board that includes both K-12 and university faculty and other leaders 

in education. All articles considered for the journal are peer reviewed 

by at least three reviewers, an important factor in maintaining quality 

and rigor. Articles focus on one of the journal foundations: research, 

leadership, or practice. Manuscripts are evaluated for connections to 

the theme, uniqueness of the contribution to the field, applicability to 

Washington State educators, and adherence to the guidelines.   

 

We frequently link a journal issue to a confer-

ence on the same theme as illustrated by the 

summer 2008 Coaching Institute  and the 

upcoming September 26 Schools of  Distinc-

tion conference in Renton. Thus the power is 

great for educators to continue dialogue and 

the exchange of ideas on educational priori-

ties.  

 

Please consider writing for the journal. We 

are currently accepting manuscripts for the 

fall issue, The Power of Classroom Evi-

dence: Assessments that Count!  This issue 

will examine the topic of formative, class-

�U�R�R�P���O�H�Y�H�O���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�L�Q���W�K�H���P�R��
�P�H�Q�W�´���L�Q�W�H�U�L�P�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���D�V��
sessments, and examples of student voice in 

monitoring their own progress and interpret-

ing formative assessment results.  

Dr. Mary Lynne Derrington receives Distinguished Educator Award as 

Kappan of the Year for 2008 from Chapter President Dr. John Armenia 

for her leadership as editor of the Washington State Kappan since 2006. 

Washington State Kappan Research, Leadership, and Practice Journal Honored 

 

E 
ducators locally and nationally are praising the first four issues of 

Washington State Kappan.  The Spring 2009 journal is currently 

available online at http://www.pdkwa.org/research.php 
�7�K�H���W�K�H�P�H���L�V���³�6�F�K�R�R�O�V���R�I���'�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�����:�K�D�W���:�H���&�D�Q���/�H�D�U�Q���´�����7�K�L�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V��
the successful issues on Preparing Students for Responsible Citizenship in a 

Global Society (Fall 2007), Instructional & Leadership Coaching (Spring 

2008), and Great Teachers: Reflections and Relationships (Fall 2008).  

 

According to Mary Lynne Darrington, Washington State Kappan Editor: 

 

Schools of Distinction recognized for two consecutive years are 
featured in this issue of the Washington State Kappan. We 
describe in detail how they were selected, what they have in 
common, and what we can learn from them. Stories written from 
the perspective of the principal and staff chronicle their journey 
toward becoming a School of Distinction. Reading about these 
school experiences will perhaps prompt a process of critical 
introspection into your own school.  When we share experiences and 
learn from each other, it stimulates the imagination and nudges us in a 
new direction. Reflection then enhances a sense of what is possible and 
enlarges our repertoire of potential strategies for improved student 
learning (2009, p. 1). 

Article by Mary Lynne Derrington  


